
SZ Rock
Lobster

Abalone Blue CrabSardine Marine
Scale

GSV Prawn SG Prawn NZ Rock
Lobster

Total SALakes & 
Coorong

14m

Net Economic Return by Fishery ($m, 2021/22)

SZ Rock 
Lobster, 

$131.0m

SG Prawn, 

$81.7mAbalone, 

$45.3m

Sardines, 

$38.2m

Marine Scalefish, 

$32.8m

NZ Rock Lobster, 

$27.5m

Blue Crabs , $26.9m

Lakes & Coorong, 

$23.0m

Charter 
Boat, 

$17.4m

GSV 
Prawn, 

$8.6m

Million
$432.3

500m
511m

579m

636m

575m 579m

611m

537m

471m

432m

3,319 
fte

3,403 
fte

3,869 
fte

4,160 
fte

4,078 
fte

4,083 
fte

4,521 
fte

4,093 
fte

3,932 
fte

3,554 
fte

13%

8%

5%

3%

2%

2%

1%

1%

-0.2%

-7%

Lakes & Coorong

Sardine

Blue Crabs

Abalone

SG Prawn

Marine Scalefish

SZ Rock Lobster

GSV Prawn

NZ Rock Lobster

Charter Boats

SZ Rock 
Lobster, 

1,068fte

SG Prawns, 

766fteAbalone, 

300fte

Marine 
Scalefish, 

275fte

NZ Rock Lobster, 

239fte

Blue Crabs , 225fte

Lakes and Coorong, 

220fte

Sardines, 205fte

Charter 
Boat, 

176fte

GSV 
Prawn, 

80fte

FTE
3,554

SZ Rock 
Lobster

5,466

Marine Scalefish

3,285

NZ Rock Lobster

1,867

Abalone 815

Charter Boat 519

Lakes & Coorong 489
Other 713

Hours

13,154

SA FISHERIES: SUMMARY ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL INDICATORS DASHBOARD 2021/22

Objective: Maximise Economic Efficiency

Objective: Maintain Efficient RegulationObjective: Maximise Business Viablility

Objective: Maintain Livelihoods (State & Regional)

Indicator: Net Economic Return

Indicator: Management Cost/GVP 

Indicator: Contribution to GSP Indicator: Employment

Licence fees are set to cover the cost of managing the fishery. 
Viewing licence fees as a proportion of gross value of production 
(GVP) shows the relative costs of management between fisheries.

Return on investment refers to the economic return to the total 
investment in capital items, and is a useful relative measure of the 
performance of individual firms. It can be used for comparing 
performance of businesses against other industries.

Contribution to Gross State Product (GSP) is a measure of the 
net contribution of an activity to the state economy. It includes 
direct and flow-on.

Direct employment includes employment in fishing firms and 
downstream firms (i.e. processing, transport, retail and food 
service). Total employment also includes flow-on effects or 
indirect employment in other sectors of the economy through 
purchases of inputs and the employment of labour.

Hours of Community Contribution per month for all 
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Components of Net Economic Return, SA Fisheries 
Aggregate ($m, 2021/22)

Net Economic Return is the return from a fishery, above "normal" profits, after all costs have been met. It is equal to fishing revenue less 
fishing costs (cost of labour, capital including depreciation, materials and an allowance for “normal” profit).  Net Economic Return is 
maximised when economic efficiency is maximised.

Indicator: Return on Investment  

Rate of Return on Total Boat Capital (%, 2021/22)

Contribution to Gross State Product by Fishery ($m, 
2021/22) (direct and flow-on)

Contribution to Gross State Product ($m, real) and 
Employment (fte) (direct and flow-on)

See further details: BDO EconSearch 2023, Economic Indicators for the Commercial Fisheries of South Australia Summary Report 2021/22

Licence Fees/GVP (%, 2021/22)

Contribution to Total Employment by Fishery (fte, 
2021/22) (direct and flow-on)
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41m

51m

81m

94m

69m

94m

108m

59m

14m 14m

Net Economic Return, SA Fisheries Aggregate (real $m)

1,308 fte

regional jobs in fishing 
and supply chain 

activities in 2021/22

Eyre Peninsula

534 fte

Yorke 
Peninsula

Fleurieu Peninsula/Gulf St 
Vincent & Kangaroo Island

239 fte

71 fte

South East

464 fte

12.3%

11.8%

11.1%

10.7%

10.0%

5.3%

5.2%

3.7%

3.4%

3.3%

Marine Scalefish

NZ Rock Lobster

Abalone

GSV Prawn

Charter Boat

Lakes & Coorong

SZ Rock Lobster

Blue Crab

Sardine

SG Prawn

Average: 6.5%


